
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Blazing River Arts Group 
 
  
Your Project Title: Music, the language of... 

Your Project Summary: The Blazing River Freedom Band will perform three musical performances bringing 

about the language of music as it relates to our community. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $1,768 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Michelle Currica 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Ashe Helm-Hernández 

(Atlanta, GA) 

Ashley Hosseini 

(Bloomington, IN) 

Miah Michaelson 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Francisco Ollervides 

(Caledonia, OH) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: Community is specifically defined and although it's a little unclear in the first part of the 

application, it becomes evident later that organization values and incorporates feedback from community 

into their planning and future endeavors. This demonstrates their high level of engagement with community 

and desire to inspire and serve them. Given this the public value is clear. Events are accessible both 

financially and geographically. Events encourage people to think differently by presenting a band and event 

centered on the LGBT experience. Organizational capacity demonstrated by reasonable funding request 

that fits project proposal. Emphasis on recruiting and retaining more members of band, therefore increasing 

capacity to perform and therefore serve the mission. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: Related to the artistic and cultural vibrancy criteria, I would like to have seen more information 

related to the music to be performed - even some examples from last season would have been helpful in 

understanding the scope of repertoire. Organization capacity seemed adequate, but I would have to have 

seen more evidence that the organization is utilizing data and/or clear artistic goals to move the organization 

forward. The application lacked evidence of strong public benefit, although I did appreciate the band's 

efforts to engage its audience in future musical selections. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This applicant meets the funding criteria. The proposal gives significant background 

demonstrating their commitment to building a meaningful relationship to the community. I am especially 

encouraged to hear that the band accepts members from divers music backgrounds and levels into their 

organization to allow for growth and development of musicians. I appreciated the focus on the Lesbian, 

Gay, Bi-sexual, Trans (LGBT) and disabled communities. The budget of the applicant reflects their capacity 

to complete a successful project. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this proposal meets the funding criteria. Public Benefit: The Blazing River Arts Group is 

accessible providing free concerts in a convenient ADA compliant location and is open to the public actively 

recruiting new members at each concert. Demonstrating that it understands works with and responds to 

the Cleveland area LGBTQA community; BRAG aims to give band and audience members a safe and 

supportive atmosphere to be themselves regardless of sexuality, gender expression or musical ability. 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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Artistic & Cultural Vibrancy: The application narrative could have provided more information about: the 

composition of the Freedom Band, how many members to date or in the organization's history; the band's 

instrumental sections or which sections needed more members hence (in addition to inclusivity) the 

organization's active recruitment; how rehearsals are structured or how music is learned or taught. The 

additional upload of the band performing was helpful in assessing the potential artistic and cultural vibrancy 

of the project.Organizational Capacity: I was concerned that the organization was submitting a project 120% 

of the organization's expenses but the applicant addressed the increase as due to higher venue fees for 

the purpose of ensuring the safety of its community and accessibility for band or audience members with 

disabilities. CAC funds will be used to cover the rental of Pilgrim Congregational UCC's facilities, music 

purchases, marketing materials and the production of programs -- it would have been helpful to see an 

itemized breakdown of the CAC expenses to assess the planning and how realistic the project budget is. 

BRAG concerts are free but encourage a suggested donation of $5, bake sales, raffles at intermissions, 

monthly dues will be used to meet the match requirement. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: It is the opinion of this reviewer that Blazing River Arts Group satisfactorily meets the funding 

criteria through their proposal Music, the language of.... They especially show the public benefit of this 

project as it meaningfully engages the community. They demonstrate that they understand the community. 

I liked the decision to change venues to increase visibility and access, plus decrease safety risks. They 

have a very meaningful relationship with Pilgrim Congregational Church in Tremont, residents and 

community partners. Their concerts will be free with a suggested donation of $5 making them accessible 

and inviting to their community and open to the general public. They demonstrate artistic and cultural 

vibrancy by engaging a diverse team of arts and cultural professionals, qualified to complete the project. 

They appear to have organizational capacity to plan and successfully manage the proposed three musical 

performances. Love the new name! To measure progress they will keep track of number of band member 

and increasing trends in audiences. Their budget is realistic and appropriate for the project. The match 

requirement is demonstrated by 50/50 raffle, bake sale, donations in lieu of ticket sales. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

